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 Christmas Eve Midnight SERMON 
2018 
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Shattering Loneliness & Making Music in the Heart  

(MIDNIGHT MASS SERMON – 2018) 

 

Lord God as you, sent you Son Jesus as a Christ child – 

To shatter loneliness and make music in our heart, we 

ask you to send your Spirit to speak to our hearts…for 

Jesus Sake…Immanuel… God with us …AMEN 

 

Erik Varden in his recent Book – The shattering of 

Loneliness writes and I quote: “The experience of 

loneliness is as universal as hunger or thirst…No voice 

is more insidious than the one that whispers in our ear: 

'You are irredeemably alone, no light will pierce your 

darkness.'  
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The fundamental statement of Christianity and the 

Christmas story is to convict that voice of lying.”  

 

We Christians make the bold claim that the Divine One, 

not only created us, but also loved us so much that He 

wanted to share our human life in the Person of His 

Son. 

 

 God of wonder enters into a relationship of love and 

hope.  This Christ Child enters into a PACT which is 

built on reconciliation and mutual flourishing. 

This relationship or PACT is not the absence of doubt 

or escapism from the uncertainty of human life….  

 



Page 4 of 19 
 

But if Jesus was to come to Bethlehem today in 2018, the 

reality is he would not feel very welcomed by THE 

WALL…  

 

Palestinian brothers and sisters call it – “The separation 

wall” which curtails their freedom; whereas our Israeli 

brothers and sisters would describe it as “The security 

wall, preventing terrorist attacks.” 

It’s all about perception… You Can Look Through the 

Lens of Love or Fear 

 

 

As with walls in many places, it is a living symbol of 

division. They may provide some security, but they 

perpetuate fear and hatred.  
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In other places there are those non-physical walls that 

divide communities. Across our Diocese and parish 

there are huge inequalities of health, employment, and 

educational attainment, with many people struggling 

financially and in many other ways this Christmas. 

  

We at St James have been part of a scheme called ‘For 

Richer, For Poorer’, sharing mutual gifts of time, 

talents, contacts and expertise with St Chads in 

Erdington, over the past year.  

 

 

 

We have become richer, by sharing the gifts of ministry 

and prayer; sharing the expertise of people who 
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worship here at St James; and offering unconditional 

hospitality and welcome during our recent Alpha 

Course…  

Archbishop Justin in his Christmas message said and I 

quote –  

“A gift given with the expectation of something in 

return is not a gift. The giver of a true gift opens 

themselves to the possibility of that gift being 

rejected. The response to being given a true gift is not 

to attempt to better the giver by giving back a bigger 

or more expensive gift but, first and foremost, to give 

thanks.” 

 

When we humble ourselves, the gift becomes far 

greater than we can imagine. 
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The gift of Love which came down at Christmas is part 

of God’s PACT which is built on reconciliation and 

mutual flourishing. 

 

Nearly two years ago, Civil Society Futures- A think 

tank, launched an independent enquiry into the future 

of civil society in England, and they just published their 

final report… This report calls on all sorts of 

organisations, groups, movements and networks to talk 

about what civil society means to them and where it’s 

going in the future.  

This inquiry took place at an extraordinary moment in 

our history… At this moment in time, we are politically 

divided in a way that has not been seen for many years.  
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We are also socially divided and that shows up in every 

piece of research they looked at; we are divided 

between North and the South, between country and 

town, between town and city, between generations…  

 

What this research has shown, is we need a passionate 

commitment to do something about all of these 

divisions… and to enable people to connect better. 

 

It is about building the sort of trust we’re going to need 

if we’re going to thrive as a society in the future. I 

believe that a re-energised, renewed civil society can 

help to build our social fabric, can connect us across the 

many divisions that we see…  
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WE are called to join a new PACT… in which we share 

to give the rest of the world what it needs to flourish 

and grow in Hope.  

 

If such a PACT is owned and implemented by civil 

society then every organisation and group that is active 

within civil society including people of faith and church 

will understand its motives. 

 

PACT is an acronym where P stands for Power; A 

stands for Accountability; C stands for Connection and 

T stands for Trust… 
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Let’s take a brief look at how a PACT model could help 

us here to help others 

 

P stands for Power –  

Too many people feel unheard and ignored. There are 

too many imbalances of power. Change in society 

begins by communication and willingness to share.  

 

The Birth of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ ushered 

in this power shift some 2000 years ago, The shepherds 

were regarded as being religiously unclean but they 

were given priority boarding.  

  

Pope Francis has called on the world church to ‘be a 

church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it 



Page 11 of 19 
 

has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which 

is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to 

its own security’ –  

 

Here at St James we don’t want to deny anyone the 

chance to make a contribution of skill and talents that 

are particular to them.  

 

 

We want to do whatever is needed (within reason and 

part of being inclusive church); so that all those who 

want to – (not least those who have been excluded)– can 

play a full part in the things that matter to them, and 

can bring their wisdom and expertise to the table. 
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The A of PACT is for Accountability: 

 

Accountability in the Christian sense is not just to the 

worshipping community. This is just the start. We have 

to extend its focus out to the communities and people 

we exist to serve. 

 

 

This 180-year-old community of St James has a new 

socially accountable wellspring called – ‘Hope for 

Sutton Project’ through this we can hold ourselves 

accountable to our community and its needs.  
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As Isabel Allende, acclaimed Chilean author - a refugee 

and feminist once said – Peace requires everyone to be 

in the circle…wholeness inclusion…  

 

When we talk about our impact here in this community; 

we also acknowledge the joy of partnerships and of 

what others have contributed.  

Our newest partner is Jaguar Land Rover, who came to 

serve Christmas Lunches in Hope Café. The impact was 

tremendous; we were touched by their generosity in 

spirit.  

 

 

C stand for Connection–  

At its heart, any parish church family like St James has 

always has been about the power of deep human 
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connection. (which is much more than Facebook likes 

and twitter following)  

 

But as well we know our world changes fast and at 

times we have lost connections. We cannot allow the 

church to become remote from people and community 

because it is safe to stay inside the walls. 

I pray that this Christmas may be the time when we 

start to build real and meaningful relationships. 

Meeting all as equals, building bridges of love, joy and 

Hope through reconciliation. 

 

The Magi who were non-believers travelled from a 

distant land led by the Bethlehem Star … Whether we 

have always lived locally, or whether we emigrate to 
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far-flung cities and locations… “Love came down at 

Christmas for you.” 

 

Even a bald headed Indian like me could explore the gift 

of salvation and its implication for humankind…  

 

So, C is for Connection – This is Christmas’s challenge 

to loneliness… 

 

Finally, T of PACT is for Trust…. 

Trust is one of the most important virtues we have – it’s 

more important than money and buildings and 

material gifts. 

Trust is an essential foundation for everything we do, 

and we cannot take trust for granted.  
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Here at St James we pledge to build trust by staying 

true to our values and doing what’s right – being honest 

about our failures and successes, defending rights and 

calling out injustice.  

We will take the time, commitment and care to build 

trust with the people and communities we work with.  

And we will trust them to provide insights, make 

decisions and run things. But this can only work if we 

Trust each other … and Trust in the promise of God… 

Immanuel…God with us… 

 

So, T is about Trust – trusting each other and God’s 

word is going to be our Lodestar.  
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This PACT does not exist in a Vacuum; but through the 

words and action of each and every one present here 

this evening.  

 

 

The responsibility for PACT to work is not just mine, or 

the church wardens…. The responsbile is Ours – 

collectively… to work alongside others in the world… 

 

A poem composed by the Late Dr. Howard Thurman, 

who helped Dr. Martin Luther King to grasp and 

embrace the teachings and methodology of Mahatma 

Gandhi, to draw us into the PACT of peace: 

 

It goes like this…  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
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When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

The work of Christmas begins: 
 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

 To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 

To make music in the heart. 
 

 

Have a blessed Christmas. Have a merry Christmas. 

Have a joyful Christmas. 

 

God love you, God bless you, and may God hold us all 

in those almighty hands of love. 
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In the name of the Father, The Son & The Holy Spirit. 

AMEN. 


